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Pownall's career, and his gallant advocacy of the Colonial interests, in a 
light which has not been distinctly enough disclosed before, and which our 
historians ought not to omit to mention hereafter. Especially curious 
are twenty-five letters from Governor Pownall to Dr. Samuel Cooper, 
of Boston, and one to Samuel Adams, written in the trying times before 
the outbreak of the war. They show how much confidence was reposed 
in Pownall by the patriots of that day, and how heartily he had their in- 
terests in view, though he could not step so fast as they did, and they 
hardly expected him to do so. These letters fell into the hands of Dr. 
John Jeffries, who took them with him to Halifax when Boston was 
evacuated, and afterwards presented them to a Mr. Thompson, sup- 
posed to have been the king's librarian, who states these facts in a 
note, in which he "presumes, most humbly, to lay them at his Majesty's 
feet, as a literary as well as a political curiosity." The king conde- 
scended to pick them up, and to have them preserved in his library, 
which now forms a part of the British Museum. These facts have, we 
believe, been made public before, but the correspondence of Governor 
Pownall is now printed for the first time. Everything is of value which 
illustrates the progress of the feeling of alienation, — the steps in revo- 
lution ; and these confidential letters, addressed by a man of his ability 
to one in Dr. Cooper's position, are specially interesting. 



2. — 1. National Education in Europe. By Henry Barnard, LL.D., 
Superintendent of Common Schools in Connecticut. Second Edi- 
tion. Hartford. 1854. 

2. Reformatory Schools. By Mary Carpenter. London. 1854. 

Mr. Barnard's valuable report has been greatly enlarged, and is 
now published in a cheap edition, which will give it, we trust, a very 
wide circulation. We allude to it at present to call attention to its val- 
uable chapter on Schools for Juvenile Delinquents, in connection with 
Miss Carpenter's new book named above. 

Now that the attention of our own State has been turned to the 
necessity of providing some penal institution better fitted than a jail can 
be for the discipline of boys and girls, it would be a great pity if we 
made all the mistakes, and went through all the doubtful experiments, 
which were necessary in Europe, before the Schools of Discipline on 
the Continent attained so effective a condition as those of the Rauhe 
Haus of Mettrai in France, and others in Switzerland, France, and 
Belgium have attained. These schools must be organized with the ele- 
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ments which make children's homes happy, and not on the principle of 
rendering a prison dreadful. Every step towards home-life in them is 
something gained. Every piece of prison machinery or apparatus is so 
much lost. 

Miss Carpenter's book on " Reformatory Schools," published in 1851, 
is a very valuable collection of information. She continues the subject, 
very thoroughly and practically, in this volume. 



3. — Elements of Character. By Mary G. Chandler. Boston: 
Crosby, Nichols, & Co. 1854. 16mo. pp. 234. 

This is a book full of good sense, carefully digested, and so arranged 
as to be indeed available as a book of education, — as very few books 
of education are. The difficulty with such works is, in general, that the 
people who need them most will not read them. That difficulty is met 
here as far as it well can be ; for though there is no pretence at gilding 
a pill, and no Miss Grace Goodchild is introduced whose character is 
formed by the process recommended, the essays are eminently readable, 
and the training which the author pleads for is practically illustrated, 
and made so clear as to give at every corner hints for every-day life. 



4. — Field-Book for Railroad Engineers. By John B. Henck, A. M., 
Civil Engineer. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 1854. 12mo. 
pp. xvi., 243. 

We hardly know how, in a few words, to do justice to the merits of 
this little book. If Mr. Henck had given us a purely scientific treatise, 
we should feel that he was going over ground already well surveyed by 
some of his predecessors, and the only credit to be claimed would be 
that which is due to the introduction of new matter, or better methods 
of investigation. If, on the other hand, he had followed the usual rou- 
tine of field-books, he would have done injustice to himself and to his 
profession. The rapid multiplication of railroads has of late years 
drawn many engineers into the field without any previous preparation. 
By the aid of a field-book, such persons are enabled mechanically to 
perform the requisite processes, and with this they are content, without 
stopping to inquire into the reasons for what they are doing, or to in- 
vestigate the formulae which they use. As a consequence, the field- 
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